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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 47-63 have been examined. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1. 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 4/6/04 has been entered. 



3. The Amendment filed on 4/6/04 is sufficient to overcome the Von Kohorn reference. 



4. Applicant's provocation of an Interference with Patent 6,076,069 has been noted. 
However, claims 47-62 are rejected as stated below. Therefore, an Interference has not been 
initiated. 



Response to Amendment 



Interference 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 



The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
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pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claim 52, 58 rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, first paragraph, as containing subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 
in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. 

Claim 52 discloses a TCP/IP network. However, nowhere in applicants specification is a 
TCP/IP network explicitly disclosed. 

Additionally, the claim is broader in scope than the specification. A TCP/IP network is 
broader than the Internet. Because TCP/IP is a protocol, there are TCP/IP based networks which 
are not part of the Internet. Hence, a TCP/IP network is broader than the Internet which is one 
manifestation of a TCP/IP network. 

Claim 58 discloses, 'according to claim 57 wherein prior to step A, the server receives a 
request fte> information from the client'. Howerver, the Applicant's Specification does not 
disclose the server receiving a request for information from the client prior to establishing a 
connection over a communications channel between a client and a server. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 47-51 and 53-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nichtberger (4,882,675) in view of Valencia (5,380,991). 

Claims 47, 57: Nichtberger discloses a system for distributing and redeeming electronic 
coupons comprising: 

a first server system including a computer processor and associated memory, said first 

server system being connected by a communications channel to a client system, said first server 

system being adapted for transmitting an electronic coupon to said client system over said 

communications channel (col 5, lines 1-16; col 1 1, lines 40-50; col 30, lines 1-6); 

said client system including associated memory, said client system being adapted for storing said 

electronic coupon in said memory (col 30, lines 1-6); 

a second server system connected to said communications channel, said second server 
system being adapted to establish a connection with said client system and for detecting said 
electronic coupon stored on said client system, said second server system further being adapted 
to redeem said electronic coupon (col 30, lines 1-6). 

Nichetberger further discloses that the card for storing coupon information is special (col 
10, line 65-col 11, line 5). 

Nichtberger does not expliclty disclose that the client system includes a computer 
processor and associated memory. 

However, Valencia discloses client system including a computer processor and associated 
memory for storing and processing information related to electronic coupons (col 3, lines 13-20; 
col 3, lines 44-47). 
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Valencia further discloses that the features of Nichtberger are directly related to the 
invention disclosed (col 2, lines 15-35). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Valencia's smart card to Nichtberger's special card. One would 
have been motivated to do this because the smart card is an obvious improvement of the special 
card and allows for broader functionality. 

Claim 48, 59: Nichtberger and Valencia disclose a system according to claim 47, 57, 
Nichtberger further discloses: 

a third server system connected to said communications channel, said third server system 
being adapted for communicating with said second server system and for authorizing the 
redemption of said electronic coupon (Fig. 4; col 17, lines 49-60). 

Claim 49: Nichtberger and Valencia disclose a system according to claim 47, and 
Nichtberger further discloses that said second server system is adapted to redeem said coupon as 
a function of a transaction initiated between said client system and said second server system 



Claim 50: Nichtberger and Valencia disclose a system according to claim 47, and 
Nichtberger further discloses that said second server system is adapted to redeem said coupon by 
modifying a transaction initiated between said client system and said second server system (Fig. 



Claim 51: Nichtberger and Valencia disclose a system according to claim 47, and 
Nichtberger further discloses that said communications channel includes a network (Fig. 1; col 
15, lines 25-30; col 12, lines 8-15). 



(Fig. 4). 



4). 
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Claim 53: Nichtberger and Valencia disclose a system according to claim 47,. and 
Nichtberger further discloses that said first server system and said second server system are the 
same server system (col 5, lines 1-5). 

Claim 54: Nichtberger and Valencia disclose a system according to claim 47, and 
Nichtberger further discloses that said electronic coupon is a token issued under the authority of 
an issuer for the benefit of said client (col 30, lines 17-30). 

Claim 55: Nichtberger and Valencia disclose the system according to claim 47, and 
Nichtberger further discloses that said electronic coupon includes data representative of one or 
more of a serial or identification number, a validation key, an authentication key, an authorizing 
vendor, a redeeming vendor, a benefit or discount to be associated with a transaction, a level of 
access granted, and an issuing activity (col 30, lines 17-30; col 19, lines 34-39; col 22, lines 1-9). 

Claim 56: Nichtberger and Valencia disclose the system according to claim 47, and 
Nichtberger further discloses that said electronic coupon includes data representative of the 
identity of a location at which additional coupon information resides (col 30, lines 24-30). 

Claim 58: Nichtberger and Valencia disclose a method of distributing and redeeming an 
electronic coupon according to claim 57, and Nichtberger further discloses that prior to step A, 
the server receives a request for information from the client (col 5, lines 3-8; col 10, line 65-col 
11, line 5). 

Claim 60: Nichtberger and Valencia disclose a method of distributing and redeeming an 
electronic coupon according to claim 57, and Nichtberger further discloses the steps of 
establishing a connection between said subsequent server and an authentication server; 
said authentication server authenticating said electronic coupon and authorizing the 
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redemption of said electronic coupon (Fig. 4; col 17, lines 49-60; col 11, lines 40-45). 

7. Claim 52, 63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nichtberger 
(4,882,675) in view of Valencia (5,380,991) and in further view of Cameron (5,592,378). 

Claim 52, 63: Nichtberger and Valencia disclose a system according to claim 47. 
Nichtberger further discloses that the coupon includes a data component (col 19, lines 34-39; col 
22, lines 1-9), that the communications channel operates over a network which can be expansive 
and operate over remote areas (col 32, lines 1-8; Fig. 1; col 15, lines 25-30; col 12, lines 8-15). 

Nichtberger does not explicitly disclose that the network is TCP/IP based. 

However, Cameron discloses redeeming coupons over a network that operated over 
remote areas that utilizes a TCP/IP based network (col 5, lines 13-16; col 1 1, lines 10-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Cameron's TCP/IP based network to Nichtberger' s network 
operating over a remote area. One would have been motivated to do this because TCP/IP is a 
standard and effective protocol for a network operating over remote areas. 

Furthermore, the Internet is one obvious manifestation of a TCP/IP network. One would 
have been motivated to utilize the Internet in order to utilize a readily available network. 

8. Claims 47-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Von 
Kohorn (5,227,874) in view of Saigh (5,734,823). 

Claims 47, 52, 53, 57, 61, 62, 63: Von Kohorn discloses a system for distributing and 
redeeming electronic coupons comprising: 

a first server system including a computer processor and associated memory, said first 
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server system being connected by a communications channel to a remote client system, said first 
server system being adapted for transmitting an electronic coupon to said remote client system 
over said communications channel (col 74, lines 33-40; col 16, lines 30-40; col 19, lines 20-39; 
Fig. 29, item 904; col 94, lines 35-41; col 95, lines 5-10; col 32, lines 47-55; col 45, lines 41-44); 
said remote client system including a computer processor and associated memory, said remote 
client system being adapted for storing said electronic coupon in said memory (Fig. 30; col 14, 
lines 20-25; Fig. 26; Fig. 27; Fig. 4); 

a second server system connected to said communications channel, said second server 
system being adapted to establish a connection with said remote client system (col 88, lines 29- 
55) and for detecting said electronic coupon stored on said remote client system (col 3, lines 3- 
22), said second server system further being adapted to redeem said coupon (col 87, lines 55-66). 

Von Kohorn does not explicitly disclose that the electronic coupon is electronically 
redeemed by the central station. 

However, Von Kohorn further discloses electronic communication and electronic 
communication between a client and server system (col 44, line 45-col 45, line 15; col 88, line 
55- col 89, line 15; col 88, lines 29-55). 

Von Kohorn further discloses redeeming incentives and mailing incentives for 
redemption (col 8, lines 47-49), redeeming incentives in a variety of manners including over the 
phone (col 82, lines 40-45; col 87, lines 55-66). 

Von Kohorn further discloses that the operator of the service can redeem incentives (col 
71, lines 17-23). 
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Von Kohorn further discloses that tokens can be coupons (col 2, lines 48-53; col 8, lines 

44-49). 

Von Kohorn further discloses that the first server system and second server system can be 
part of the same server system (Fig. 31; col 89, lines 37-42). 

Von Kohorn further discloses the electronic transfer of incentive information to 
redemption centers for redemption (col 40, lines 10-15). 

Hence, Von Kohorn discloses that either a second, different server system or a second 
server system associated with the first server system can electronically redeem incentives. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Von Kohorn electronic transfer of redemption information for 
redemption to Von Kohorn' s operator of a service that can redeem incentives. One would have 
been motivated to do this in order to allow Von Kohorn' s users convenient incentive redemption. 

Von Kohorn further discloses that the method can utilize a variety of networks (col 44, 
line 45-col 45, line 15; col 88, line 55- col 89, line 15). 

Von Kohorn further discloses the utilization of networks for disseminating information 
(Fig. 7; col 38, line 60-col 39, line 5), that coupons can be transmitted to users (col 74, lines 33- 
55; Fig. 29; col 2, lines 45-57; col 5, lines 56-61; col 22, lines 1-1 1; col 47, line 40-col 48, line 2; 
col 2, lines 45-52), and that coupons can be printed (col 10, lines 15-21). 

Von Kohorn does not explicitly disclose that the communication channel can be the 
Internet. 
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However, Saigh discloses the utilization of the Internet for the dissemination of a variety 
of information (col 1, lines 38-41; col 5, lines 20-30), that coupons can be transmitted to users 
(col 14, lines 60-65; col 8, lines 3-6) and that the coupons can be printed (col 8, lines 59-61). 

Saigh further discloses that the service system is associated with an Internet web site (col 
14, lines 15-21). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Saigh' s utilization of the Internet to Von Kohorn transmitting 
coupons. One would have been motivated to do this because the Internet is a readily available 
network for transmitting information. 

Additionally, the Microsoft Press Computer Dictionary Third Edition defines 'personal 
computer' as, 

"A computer designed for use by one person at a time. Personal computers do not need to share 
the processing, disk, and printer resources of another computer." 

Von Kohorn discloses the utilization of a personal computer by the potential customer 
(Fig. 26; col 75, lines 31-49; col 76. lines 20-33; col 14, lines 20-25). 

Von Kohorn further discloses downloading coupon information from a host to a client 
(col 74, lines 33-55; Fig. 29; col 2, lines 45-57; col 5, lines 56-61; col 22, lines 1-11) where the 
host is a host computer (col 94, lines 32-47) and the client is a client computer (Fig. 26). 

Von Kohorn further discloses the utilization of a personal computer by the potential 
customer (Fig. 26; col 75, lines 31-49; col 76. lines 20-33). 
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Von Kohora further discloses that the consumer can indicate an interest in a product and 
that incentives can be sent to a consumer in response to the consumer interest (col 47, line 40-col 
48, line 2) and that the incentives can be coupons (col 2, lines 45-52). 

Von Kohom does not explicitly disclose that the coupon information on the client is 
electronically transferred to the central server system. 

However, Von Kohorn further discloses recording at the client coupons that are on the 
client system (col 106, lines 42-48) and utilizing that information in marketing analysis (col 106, 
lines 48-54; col 108, lines 32-54). 

Von Kohorn further discloses two way communication between the client system and the 
central facility or server system (col 44, lines 27-34; col 69, lines 40-46; col 97, lines 13-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Von Kohorn' s two way communication between the client and 
server system to Von Kohorn' s server system utilizing client system information for marketing 
analysis. One would have been motivated to do this in order to provide access to relevant 
information that can be used for marketing analysis. 

Additionally, Von Kohorn discloses tracking and monitoring the pattern of providing and 
redeeming coupons related to users and time (col 106, line 38-55; col 100, line 54-60; col 101, 
lines 55-65). 

Von Kohorn further discloses displaying products on a client system that feature coupons 
(col 82, lines 44-54). 

Von Kohorn further discloses that coupons feature relevant coupon information (col 82, 
lines 34-40). 
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Von Kohorn further discloses that the relevant information on a coupon at the client 
system can be changed (col 83, lines 15-34). 

It is inherent that in order to change the coupon information on the client system, the 
presence of the coupon on the client system must be detected. The system must be able to 
detect the coupon in order to change the coupon. 

Therefore, Von Kohorn discloses detecting the electronic coupon stored on the client 

system. 

Claim 48, 59: Von Kohorn and Saigh disclose a system according to claim 47, 57, Von 
Kohorn further discloses: 

a third server system connected to said communications channel, said third server system 
being adapted for communicating with said second server system and for authorizing the 
redemption of said electronic coupon (col 8, lines 47-49; col 82, lines 40-45; col 87, lines 55-66; 
col 40, lines 10-15). 

Claim 49: Von Kohorn and Saigh disclose a system according to claim 47, and Von 
Kohorn further discloses that said second server system is adapted to redeem said coupon as a 
function of a transaction initiated between said client system and said second server system (col 
8, lines 47-49; col 82, lines 40-45; col 87, lines 55-66; col 40, lines 10-15). 

Claim 50: Von Kohorn and Saigh disclose a system according to claim 47, and Von 
Kohorn further discloses that said second server system is adapted to redeem said coupon by 
modifying a transaction initiated between said client system and said second server system (col 
8, lines 47-49; col 82, lines 40-45; col 87, lines 55-66; col 40, lines 10-15). 
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Claim 51 : Von Kohorn and Saigh disclose a system according to claim 47, and Von 
Kohorn further discloses that said communications channel includes a network (col 38, line 60- 
col39, line 11). 

Claim 54: Von Kohorn and Saigh disclose a system according to claim 47, and Von 
Kohorn further discloses that said electronic coupon is a token issued under the authority of an 
issuer for the benefit of said client (col 2, lines 49-53). 

Claim 55: Von Kohorn and Saigh disclose the system according to claim 47, and Von 
Kohorn further discloses that said electronic coupon includes data representative of one or more 
of a serial or identification number, a validation key, an authentication key, an authorizing 
vendor, a redeeming vendor, a benefit or discount to be associated with a transaction, a level of 
access granted, and an issuing activity (col 82, lines 34-55). 

Claim 56: Von Kohorn and Saigh disclose the system according to claim 47, and Von 
Kohorn further discloses that said electronic coupon includes data representative of the identity 
of a location at which additional coupon information resides (col 82, lines 34-55). 

Claim 58: Von Kohorn and Saigh disclose a method of distributing and redeeming an 
electronic coupon according to claim 57, and Von Kohorn further discloses that prior to step A, 
the server receives a request for information from the client (col 2, line 65-col 3, line 2; Fig. 34; 
Fig. 22; col 5, lines 31-40). 

Claim 60: Von Kohorn and Saigh disclose a method of distributing and redeeming an 
electronic coupon according to claim 57, and Von Kohorn further discloses the steps of 
establishing a connection between said subsequent server and an authentication server; 
said authentication server authenticating said electronic coupon and authorizing the 
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redemption of said electronic coupon (col 88, lines 32-37). 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 47-62 have been considered but are not 
found persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 63 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Examiner notes that while specific references were made to the prior art, it is actually 
also the prior art in its entirety that is being referred to. 

In regards to arguments in the Amendment dated 4/6/04 concerning the U.S. C. 112 
rejection, the claim is broader in scope than the specification. A TCP/IP network is broader than 
the Internet. Because TCP/IP is a protocol, there are TCP/IP based networks which are not part 
of the Internet. Hence, a TCP/IP network is broader than the Internet which is one manifestation 
of a TCP/IP network. Applicant can not claim something broader than what is supported in the 
Specification. A TCP/IP network is broader than the Internet. Therefore, the Applicant's 
Specification supports the utilization of the Internet but not of a TCP/IP network. See MPEP 
2163.05 Changes to the Scope of Claims and I. Broadening Claim. 

Additionally, note the new USC 112 rejection stated above. 

In regards to Applicant's arguments in the Amendment dated 4/6/04 concerning the 
U.S.C 103 rejection utilizing Nichtberger, Valencia, and Cameron, Examiner notes that it is the 
Applicant's claims as stated in the Applicant's claims that are being rejected with the prior art. 
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Hence, in claims 47 and 57-51, the Applicant states, 'said client system including a 
computer processor and associated memory'. Whether the client system is a Personal Digital 
Assistant, personal computer, mainframe, laptop, or other form of client system is irrelevant as 
the claims make no statement as to the type of client system. The claims do state that the client 
system must have a computer processor and associated memory. And, the Valencia reference 
clearly discloses a client system, in the form of a smart card, with a computer processor 
associated memory. Additionally, the Applicant's amendment on page 1 1 states that a Smart 
Card, 'contains electronic memory. . .an embedded integrated circuit. . .storing. . .records. . 
.generating network Ids'. Hence, the specification of Valencia discloses the features of the 
Applicant's client system as stated in the Applicant's claims. 

In regards to arguments made on page 13 of the Applicant's amendment, Applicant 
states, 'Nichtberger/Valencia fail to teach the first server system being adapted for transmitting 
an electronic coupon to said client system over said communications channel, and the client 
system being adapted for storing said electronic coupon in said memory.' 

However, Nichtberger (col 30, lines 1-6) and Valencia (col 7, lines 41-49) clearly 
discloses that the client system stores electronic coupon in said memory. 

Additionally, in Nichtberger (col 30, lines 1-6) it is inherent that the coupon information 
in the first server system is transmitted to the client system, which is the card. That the coupon 
information is transmitted is inherent because the coupon information is stored electronically on 
both the first server system and the client system. And, the information is 'recorded' on the 
second client system. Hence, the information must be transmitted in order to be recorded in a 
device where the information had not been. 
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In regards to arguments made on page 14 of the Applicant's amendment, Applicant 
states, c Nichtberger/Valencia fail to teach a second server system connected to the 
communications channel'. 

However, Nichtberger clearly discloses that there are multiple server systems that interact 
with the client system for coupon distribution and redemption (Fig. 1, item 10; Col 4, lines 41- 
47). Hence, the user utilizing the client system can be transmitted coupons at one location by a 
first server system and redeem coupons at a different location by a second or different server 
system. 

In regards to the combination of Nichtberger and Valencia, Nichetberger discloses that 
the card for storing coupon information is special (col 10, line 65-col 11, line 5). 

Nichtberger does not expliclty disclose that the client system includes a computer 
processor and associated memory. 

However, Valencia discloses client system including a computer processor and associated 
memory for storing and processing information related to electronic coupons (col 3, lines 13-20; 
col 3, lines 44-47). 

Valencia further discloses that the features of Nichtberger are directly related to the 
invention disclosed (col 2, lines 15-35). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Valencia's smart card to Nichtberger' s special card. One would 
have been motivated to do this because the smart card is an obvious improvement of the special 
card and allows for broader functionality. 
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In response to applicant's argument that Von Kohorn is nonanalogous art, it has been held 
that a prior art reference must either be in the field of applicant's endeavor or, if not, then be 
reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which the applicant was concerned, in order 
to be relied upon as a basis for rejection of the claimed invention. See In re Oetiker, 977 
F.2d 1443, 24 USPQ2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 

In this case, Von Kohorn discloses the utilization of networks for disseminating 
information (Fig. 7; col 38, line 60-col 39, line 5), that coupons can be transmitted to users (col 
74, lines 33-55; Fig. 29; col 2, lines 45-57; col 5, lines 56-61; col 22, lines 1-1 1; col 47, line 40- 
col 48, line 2; col 2, lines 45-52), and that coupons can be printed (col 10, lines 15-21). 

On page 1 1 of the Applicant's Amendment dated 4/6/04, Applicant states, "There appears 
to be not teaching, suggestion, or motivation to modify Von Kohorn to enable electronic 
redemption." 

However, Von Kohorn explicitly discloses electronic redemption (col 40, lines 10-15). 

Von Kohorn does not explicitly disclose that the electronic coupon is electronically 
redeemed by the central station. 

However, Von Kohorn further discloses electronic communication and electronic 
communication between a client and server system (col 44, line 45-col 45, line 15; col 88, line 
55- col 89, line 15; col 88, lines 29-55). 

Von Kohorn further discloses redeeming incentives and mailing incentives for 
redemption (col 8, lines 47-49), redeeming incentives in a variety of manners including over the 
phone (col 82, lines 40-45; col 87, lines 55-66). 
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Von Kohorn further discloses that the operator of the service can redeem incentives (col 
7 1, lines 17-23). 

Von Kohorn further discloses that tokens can be coupons (col 2, lines 48-53; col 8, lines 

44-49). 

Von Kohorn further discloses that the first server system and second server system can be 
part of the same server system (Fig. 31; col 89, lines 37-42). 

Von Kohorn further discloses the electronic transfer of incentive information to 
redemption centers for redemption (col 40, lines 10-15). 

Hence, Von Kohorn discloses that either a second, different server system or a second 
server system associated with the first server system can electronically redeem incentives. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Von Kohorn electronic transfer of redemption information for 
redemption to Von Kohorn' s operator of a service that can redeem incentives. One would have 
been motivated to do this in order to allow Von Kohorn' s users convenient incentive redemption. 

On page 12 of the Applicant's Amendment dated 4/6/04, Applicant states, ". . .does not 
appear to disclose, teach, or suggest the features of a second (or subsequent) server detecting the 
electronic coupon stored on the client system." 

Von Kohorn does not explicitly disclose that the coupon information on the client is 
electronically transferred to the central server system. 

However, Von Kohorn further discloses recording at the client coupons that are on the 
client system (col 106, lines 42-48) and utilizing that information in marketing analysis (col 106, 
lines 48-54; col 108, lines 32-54). 
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Von Kohorn further discloses two way communication between the client system and the 
central facility or server system (col 44, lines 27-34; col 69, lines 40-46; col 97, lines 13-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Von Kohorn' s two way communication between the client and 
server system to Von Kohorn' s server system utilizing client system information for marketing 
analysis. One would have been motivated to do this in order to provide access to relevant 
information that can be used for marketing analysis. 

Additionally, Von Kohorn discloses tracking and monitoring the pattern of providing and 
redeeming coupons related to users and time (col 106, line 38-55; col 100, line 54-60; col 101, 
lines 55-65). 

Von Kohorn further discloses displaying products on a client system that feature coupons 
(col 82, lines 44-54). 

Von Kohorn further discloses that coupons feature relevant coupon information (col 82, 
lines 34-40). 

Von Kohorn further discloses that the relevant information on a coupon at the client 
system can be changed (col 83, lines 15-34). 

It is inherent that in order to change the coupon information on the client system, the 
presence of the coupon on the client system must be detected. The system must be able to 
detect the coupon in order to change the coupon. 

Therefore, Von Kohorn discloses detecting the electronic coupon stored on the client 
system. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arthur Duran whose telephone number is (703)305-4687. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon- Fri, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (703)305-8469. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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